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MANY happy returns to 
these Recorder Press Gang 
members who celebrate 
birthdays this week:

Thursday – Abigail Banjiku, 
of East Ham, will be 10 and 
Bradley Eddison, of 
Stratford, will be nine.
Sunday – Courtney 
Carmack, of Stratford, will 
be 13, Alexander Adeshina, 
of Plaistow, will be 13 and 
Bernadette Mackulalay, of 
Plaistow, will be 13.  
Monday – Kegnu Reid, of 
East Ham, will be 14.

» Four Canning Town schools 
have teamed up with a local 
arts centre and builders to 

construct their own vision of 
their area after planned regen-
eration works. 

The project, called Imagin-
ings of Canning Town, is bring-
ing together pupils aged be-
tween eight and 14 from St 
Luke’s Primary, Ruscoe Road; 
Star Primary, Hilda Road; 
Rokeby School, Barking Road, 
and Grange Primary, Suffolk 
Road. 

The children will spend six 
weeks creating models of their 
own imaginary with the help of 
West Ham-based Rosetta Arts 
Centre. 

Visit
They are drawing up designs, 

building models out of air dry-
ing clay and decorating them 
with materials of their choice. 
The models are to be unveiled 
as an installation piece in an 
exhibition to be held at Rokeby 
School on December 8 from 
3pm to 5 pm.

Sanaz Amidi, head of the cen-
tre, said: “We have designed 
this project to bring children 
together and encourage them 
to share and exchange ideas 
about their local environment 
in a fun and creative way.

“It’s an opportunity for the 
children to build their person-

al, social, creative and cultural 
skills as they generate ideas 
based on what they have learnt 
about their surroundings.”

The project is sponsored by 
Canning Town building con-
tractors John Sisk and Son who 
are working on Plot One of the 
Rathbone Market regeneration 
scheme.

The company invited an old-
er group of children from Roke-

by to visit the site to learn about 
the £47.5million retail and resi-
dential development and the 
construction industry.

Contract manager Chris 
Harrison said: “Local children 
will get the opportunity to see a 
live construction site and learn 
more about what is involved in 
the building of the market.

“Hopefully the visit will help 
inspire their model towns.”

 Press Gang

Why not join the Press Gang 
club and receive a wallet, 
pencil case and a code-
breaker? 

Send your details, including 
your date of birth, to Press 
Gang, Newham Recorder, 539 
High Street, Ilford, IG1 1UD. 

Now use your codebreaker to 
crack this joke: 

B’Z YXS FXBYF KLJD SX 
TJAXXE HVHU LFLBY 
OAQ HVHU YXS? 
SAH SHLJAJU IXHTY’S DYXO L 
SABYF, LEE TAH IXHT BT LTD 
VMHTSBXYT!

 Press Gang Club

Students embark on arts project 
visualising market after renewal
by Melissa York
melissa.york@newhamrecorder.co.uk

 It’s a Fact

Be seen in the dark safety message for pupils Win a £10 prize voucher

 Happy Birthday

n Frederick William I, King of 
Prussia and father of Frederick 
the Great, did not set the great 
man a marvellous example 
when he was young. At 
mealtimes he used to spit into 
the dish containing the food to 
prevent his children from 
eating properly. He also tried 
to strangle the future 
Frederick the Great to try to 
get him to give up his right to 
the throne. 

n In the early 20th century, a 
London teacher wooed a young 
lady. He went to ask her to 
marry him, went for a drink of 
water and inadvertently 
knocked ink over a priceless 
tapestry. He left immediately. 
Some time later he returned 
and sat on what he thought 
was a cushion. It turned out to 
be the beloved family 
Pekinese, which subsequently 
died. He did not return again. 

n The duck billed platypus can 
be found in Tasmania and 
South East Austrailia. The first 
was found in New South Wales 
in 1979 and was such an odd 
looking creature that it was 
thought to be a cross between 
a mole and a duck, having the 
body of a mole and a duck’s 
beak. It has molar milk teeth 
when young which vanish 
when it reaches adulthood. It 
eats its own weight in worms 
every day. 

n Experts attempt to discover 
how intelligent creatures are 
and to compare them with 
other creatures. Difficult to 
beat in this respect would be 
the silkworm moth. It has no 
fewer than eleven brains. The 
Emperor moth can smell a 
potential female mate up to 
seven miles away.

n There are more than 100 
breeds of domestic dog, from 
the huge St Bernard to the tiny 
Mexican chihuahua. The 
fastest domestic dogs are the 
Salukis (43mph) and 
Greyhounds (37mph). In 1980, 
an Austrian firm invented a car 
seat-belt for pet dogs to stop 
them from leaping into the lap 
of the driver. 

n A mass panic of sheep in 
Gloucestershire, England, in 
1938 caused a huge amount of 
damage. Hurdles were 
smashed and fences torn 
down. It was a large flock of 
sheep and eye witnesses 
report that they were panicked 
by a flight of geese who flew 
low over them. Expert opinion 
decided that they may have 
mistaken the sheep for a 
stretch of water and tried to 
land on them.

children. 

“The children were brilliant 
and took everything on board 
and I’m sure they will be 
wearing their wristbands with 
pride.”

The visit was part of a national 
campaign to support road safety 
charity Brake which aims to 
avoid child fatalities by 
educating in schools.

The charity suggest that 
parents ensure their children 
can be easily seen by wearing 

Here’s a chance for young 
readers to win a £10 Tes-
co voucher by answering 
questions on stories in 
this week’s Recorder.

Put your age on your 
entry and send it to: Col-
in Grainger, Editor, Press 
Gang, Newham Recorder, 
Media House, 539 High 
Road, Ilford, IG1 1UD or 
you can email colin.
grainger@newhamre-
corder.co.uk

1. What college did wed-
ding dress designer Nao-
mi Neoh London attend?

2. What country did 

His Holiness Brahmrishi 
Shree Kumar Swamiji 
visit MP Stephen Timms 
from?

3. What library is cost-
ing £2.2 million to refur-
bish?

4. How many people 
were in the cast of “Blood 
Wedding” at Little Ilford 
School?

Last week’s winner 
was from Paul Freeman, 
aged 11 from Dagenham. 
The answers to the quiz 
were: 1. GrEn16; 2. 21st 
Newham East; 3. Mindy 
Genie; 4. Tracey Biddle.

n Julie Dugbatey from Rosetta Art Centre with pupils from Grange Primary

Primary school pupils were 
taught how to stay visible and be 
safe while getting about during 
the dark winter months, when a 
local car dealership paid them a 
visit.

Dagenham Motors, gave a 
special assembly to the children 
at Ranelagh Primary School, 
Stratford, during which they 
spoke to the pupils about road 
safety and handed out luminous, 
reflective wristbands.

The yellow bands are designed 
to keep them visible to oncoming 
traffic during the ever shorter 
days and darker evenings. It is 
also hoped that it will to 
encourage the children to be 
careful when walking home 
from school or after school 
clubs.

Khalid Ansari and Kieran 
James, from the car dealership 
in Corporation Street,  
highlighted the dangers of 
treacherous roads throughout 
the winter and the need for 
pedestrians, especially younger 
ones, to ensure they can be seen 
by drivers.

Khalid said: “As a car 
dealership we feel that it is part 
of our responsibility to help 
highlight the importance of 
road safety amongst local 

If you have any items for 
inclusion in Press Gang please 
write to: The Editor, Colin 
Grainger, Newham Recorder, 
539, High Road, Ilford, IG11UD, 
or e-mail colin.grainger@
newhamrecorder.co.uk

 Write in

something reflective and make 
sure they know the safest place 
possible for crossing the road.

Parents should also ensure that 
children’s bikes are properly 
equipped and working and 
always listen for traffic because 
you can often hear it before you 
see it.

Brake’s Road Safety Week took 
place from November 21 to 27 
and information on 
volunteering and more helpful 
safety tips can be found at www.
roadsafetyweek.org.uk.

n Khalid Ansari and children from Ranelagh Primary School with their 
high visibility wristbands


